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Operational Performance Standards
(MOPS) and training guidelines for
night vision goggles. The increased use
of the night vision goggles and the
related equipment currently in the
design phase necessitates developing
performance standards for the goggles.
The Federal Aviation Administration
would use the MOPS as a basis for
issuing a Technical Standard Order for
night vision goggles. The proposed
Term of Reference for the committee,
RTCA Paper No. 276–99/PMC–065, has
been developed and will be reviewed at
this meeting.

The agenda will include: (1) Welcome
and Introductory Remarks; (2) Agenda
Overview; (3) Agenda Overview; (3)
RTCA Functional Overview; (4) Review
of FAA Night Vision Goggles (NVG)
Policy and Certifications; (5) NVG
History; (6) Parallel Efforts; (7) Current/
Future users; (8) Industry Speaks; (9)
SC–196 Terms of Reference Overview;
(10) Identify Goals, Develop Work
Program and Examine Milestones; (11)
Announce Workgroup leaders—Assign
Tasks and Workgroups; (12) Workgroup
Breakout Sessions; (13) Other Business;
(14) Establish Agenda for Next Meeting;
(15) Date and Place of Next Meeting;
(16) Closing.

Attendance is open to the interested
public but limited to space availability.
With the approval of the chairman,
members of the public may present oral
statements at the meeting. Persons
wishing to present statements or obtain
information should contact the RTCA
Secretariat, 1140 Connecticut Avenue,
NW., Suite 1020, Washington, DC,
20036; (202) 833–9339 (phone); (202)
833–9434 (fax); or http://www.rtca.org
(web site). Members of the public may
present a written statement to the
committee at any time.

Issued in Washington, DC, on November
11, 1999.
Janice L. Peters,
Designated Official.
[FR Doc. 99–30004 Filed 11–16–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

RTCA Special Committee 165;
Minimum Operational Performance
Standards for Aeronautical Mobile
Satellite Services

Pursuant to section 10(a)(2) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act (Pub.
L. 92–463, 5 U.S.C., Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given for Special Committee
(SC)–165 meeting to be held December
10, 1999, starting at 9:00 a.m. The

meeting will be held at RTCA, 1140
Connecticut Avenue, NW., Suite 1020,
Washington, DC, 20036. (This plenary
meeting will follow a meeting of SC–165
Working Group (WG)–3, Minimum
Aviation System Performance
Standards, on December 7–9.)

The agenda will include: (1) Welcome
and Introductions; (2) Review Summary
of the Previous Meetings; (3) Overview
of Related Activities: a. AEEC 741 and
761 Characteristics; b. EUROCAE
Working Group 55; c. AMS(R)S
Spectrum Issues; d. AMCP WG–A on
AMSS; e. Industry, Users, Government;
(4) Review of SEC–165 Working Group
Activities: a. WG–1, AMSS Avionics
Equipment Minimum Operational
Performance Standards; b. WG–3, AMSS
System/Service Performance Criteria; (5)
Other Business; (6) Date and Place of
Next Meeting; (7) Closing.

Attendance is open to the interested
public but limited to space availability.
With the approval of the chairman,
members of the public may present oral
statements at the meeting. Persons
wishing to present statements or obtain
information should contact the RTCA
Secretariat, 1140 Connecticut Avenue,
NW., Suite 1020, Washington, DC,
20036; (202) 833–9339 (phone); (202)
833–9434 (fax); or http://www.rtca.org
(web site). Members of the public may
present a written statement to the
committee at any time.

Issued in Washington, DC, on November
10, 1999.
Janice L. Peters,
Designated Official.
[FR Doc. 99–30005 Filed 11–16–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Transit Administration

[FTA Docket No. FTA–99–6495]

Agency Information Collection Activity
Under OMB Review

AGENCY: Federal Transit Administration,
DOT.
ACTION: Notice of request for comments.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), this notice
announces that the Information
Collection Request (ICR) abstracted
below has been forwarded to the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) for
extension of a currently approved
collection. The ICR describes the nature
of the information collection and its
expected burden. The Federal Register
Notice with a 60-day comment period
soliciting comments on the following

collection of information was published
on July 8, 1999, [FR 64 pages 36957].
DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before December 17, 1999. A
comment to OMB is most effective if
OMB receives it within 30 days of
publication.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sylvia L. Barney, Office of
Administration, Office of Management
Planning, (202) 366–6680.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Control of Alcohol Misuse in
Transit Operations (OMB Number:
2132–0557).

Abstract: The Omnibus
Transportation Employee Testing Act of
1991 (Pub. L. 102–143, October 28,
1991, now codified in relevant part as
49 U.S.C. Section 5331) requires any
recipient of Federal financial assistance
under 49 U.S.C. Sections 5309, 5307, or
5311 or under 23 U.S.C. Section
103(e)(4) to establish a program
designed to help prevent accidents and
injuries resulting from the misuse of
drugs and alcohol by employees who
perform safety-sensitive functions.
FTA’s regulation, 49 CFR part 654,
‘‘Prevention of Alcohol Misuse in
Transit Operations,’’ effective March 17,
1994, requires recipients to submit to
FTA annual reports containing data
which summarize information
concerning the recipients’ alcohol
testing program, such as the number and
type of tests given, number of positive
test results, and the kinds of safety-
sensitive functions the employees
perform. FTA uses these data to ensure
compliance with the rule, to assess the
misuse of alcohol in the transit industry,
and to set the random testing rate. The
data will also be used to assess the
effectiveness of the rule in reducing the
misuse of alcohol among safety-
sensitive transit employees and making
transit safer for the public.

Estimated Total Annual Burden:
27,097 hours.
ADDRESS: All written comments must
refer to the docket number that appears
at the top of this document and be
submitted to the Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Management and Budget, 725—17th
Street, NW, Washington, DC 20503,
Attention: FTA Desk Officer.

Comments Are Invited On: Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the Department,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; the accuracy of
the Department’s estimate of the burden
of the proposed information collection;
ways to enhance the quality, utility and
clarity of the information to be
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collected; and ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Issued: November 4, 1999.
Dorrie Y. Aldrich,
Associate Administrator for Administration.
[FR Doc. 99–29452 Filed 11–16–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–57–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

[Docket No. NHTSA–99–6478; Notice 1]

Advanced Bus Industries, LLC;
Application for Temporary Exemption
From Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standard No. 105

We are asking your views on the
application by Advanced Bus
Industries, LLC, of Columbus, Ohio,
(‘‘ABI’’) for a temporary exemption for
its MSV small bus from the requirement
of Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No.
105 Hydraulic and Electric Brake
Systems that a service brake system be
provided on all wheels. ABI has applied
on the basis that it ‘‘is otherwise unable
to sell a motor vehicle whose overall
level of safety is equivalent to or
exceeds the overall level of safety of
nonexempted motor vehicles.’’ 49 CFR
555.6(d).

We are publishing this notice of
receipt of the application in accordance
with our regulations on temporary
exemptions. This action does not
represent any judgment by us about the
merits of the application. The
discussion that follows is based on
information contained in ABI’s
application.

ABI’s Reasons Why it Needs a
Temporary Exemption

Paragraph S5.1 of Standard No. 105
requires motor vehicles to which the
standard applies to be equipped with a
service brake system acting on all
wheels. ABI has applied on behalf of its
‘‘MSV Test and Development Vehicle,’’
a small bus with a GVWR of 13,500
pounds.

ABI describes the configuration of the
MSV by saying that the four-wheel
independent-suspension support is
augmented by a small-wheeled tag axle.
The tag axle is located behind the two
rear-independent suspension wheels.
The four independent-suspension
wheels are fitted with hydraulic-caliper
disc brakes but the two small wheels of
the tag axle are not fitted with brakes.

ABI asks to be excused from providing
brakes for the wheels of the tag axle.

The MSV was originally developed
without the tag axle, but pre-production
changes increased the gross weight on
the two rear wheels beyond the rated
load capacity of the rear tires. ABI has
added a Dexter tag axle to support the
additional weight.

The standard-equipment brakes
operate with a low displacement of
hydraulic fluid at a pressure of
approximately 1,600 psi. The vehicle is
equipped with an antilock braking
system (ABS). However, ‘‘there is no
commercially-available tag axle with a
braking system that is compatible with
the vehicle’s main service brake
system.’’ Absent an exemption, ABI will
not be able to sell the production
version of the MSV. While any
exemption provided is in effect, ABI
intends ‘‘to develop a new higher-
capacity, rear wheel suspension system
that will eliminate the need for the tag
axle’’, and does not anticipate selling
more than 75 vehicles for any 12-month
period that the exemption is in effect.

ABI’s Reasons Why the Overall Level of
Safety of the MSV Is at Least Equal to
That of a Complying Motor Vehicle

Although the MSV does not contain
any safety features other than those
required by the Federal motor vehicle
safety standards, ABI argues that it
otherwise exceeds the requirements of
Standard No. 105 ‘‘and easily complies
with brake-in-turn (stability and control)
standards expected to be proposed by
NHTSA in the near future.’’

The company has tested the MSV
service brake system to the requirements
of Standard No. 105, and enclosed a
copy of the test report with its petition.
The report stated that ‘‘even without
brakes on the tag axle, the vehicle was
still able to meet all of the performance
requirements of FMVSS 105 by a
significant margin.’’ (Test No. RAI–ABI–
01, Radlinski & Associates, Inc., August
1999, p. 2). The report also concluded
that the results demonstrated ‘‘that the
tag axle, which only carries 1,500 lb (11
percent of the total weight), does not
really need brakes in order for the
vehicle to provide safe stopping
performance as defined by the
requirements of the standard’’ (id., p. 2).

ABI’s Reasons Why an Exemption
Would Be Consistent With the Public
Interest and Objectives of Motor
Vehicle Safety

ABI argued that an exemption would
be in the public interest and consistent
with traffic safety objectives because
granting the exemption ‘‘will permit
public-transit use of the advanced

features of the MSV bus while fulfilling
the letter, and the intent, of the FMVSS
standards.’’ These advanced features are
‘‘significantly improved ride and
handling characteristics compared to
existing small buses and the MSV’s
stainless steel frame and FRP body will
be more durable than conventionally-
constructed buses in this class.’’ In
addition, the company believes that test
report shows that the braking
performance, even without brakes on
the tag axle, significantly exceeds the
requirements of Standard No. 105.

How To Comment on ABI’s Application

If you would like to comment on
ABI’s petition, please send two copies of
your comments, in writing, to: Docket
Management, National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, Room PL–401,
400 Seventh Street, SW, Washington,
DC 20590, in care of the docket and
notice number shown at the top of this
document.

Comments may also be submitted
electronically by logging onto the
Docket Management System website at
http://dms.dot.gov. Click on ‘‘Help &
Information’’ or ‘‘Help/Info’’ to obtain
instructions.

We shall consider all comments
received before the close of business on
the comment closing date stated below.
To the extent possible, we shall also
consider comments filed after the
closing date. You may examine the
docket in Room PL–401, both before and
after that date, between 10 a.m. and 5
p.m., or by accessing the docket at its
website.

When we have reached a decision, we
shall publish it in the Federal Register.

Comment closing date: December 17,
1999.

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 30113; delegations of
authority at 49 CFR 1.50 and 501.4.

Issued on: Novermber 10, 1999.
Stephen R. Kratzke,
Acting Associate Administrator for Safety
Performance Standards.
[FR Doc. 99–29953 Filed 11–16–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–59–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Fiscal Service

Financial Management Service;
Proposed Collection of Information:
Voucher for Payment of Awards

AGENCY: Financial Management Service,
Fiscal Service, Treasury.
ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.
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